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ANNUAL  REPORT 

I 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Earby 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  for  your  consideration  my  Report  for 
1938. 


SECTION  “ A.” 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  3,519 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 

Resident  Population,  mid  1938  ...  4,753 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of 

1938)  according  to  Rate  Book  ...  1,562 

Rateable  Value  £25,509 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £95  15  4 
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Social  Conditions. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  or  additions  in  social 
conditions  during  the  year.  Weaving  sheds,  finding 
employment  for  the  majority  of  the  residents,  have  been 
kept  running  to  good  capacity,  notwithstanding  bad 
trading  conditions  in  the  cotton  trade — two  sheds  have 
kept  up  full  production  whilst  the  others  have  had  inter- 
mittent periods  of  playing  off  at  least  some  of  their 
employees  owing  to  scarcity  of  work.  There  are  still  a 
good  many  permanently  unemployed,  while  a number  of 
residents  find  employment  in  sheds  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

Farming  of  the  dairy  type  is  carried  on  in  the  out- 
lying areas,  and  a good  supply  of  milk  and  other  dairy 
products  is  available  for  all  reasonable  needs  of  the 
inhabitants,  with  a moderate  surplus  of  milk  despatched 
to  Dairies  and  Institutions  in  surrounding  larger  towns. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Live  Births  

23 

24  .. 

47 

Legitimate 

21 

. . . 24 

45 

Illegitimate 

o 

• • • 

— 

9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  o 

1 the  Estimated  1 

Mpulation 

(Resident) 

... 

... 

9.8 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Still  Births 

1 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (lne 

and  still)  births 

... 

20.0 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Deaths 

27 

31 

58 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Estimated  Resident 

Population  12.2 
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Of  the  deaths,  44  were  registered  within  the  District, 
and  14  were  transferable  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in 
Institutions,  etc.,  outside  the  District.  27  births  were 
registered  within  the  District,  and  20  were  transferred  to 
the  District,  the  births  having  occurred  in  Maternity 
Homes,  etc.,  outside  the  District. 

For  comparison,  the  Estimated  Birth  Rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  15.1  and  the  Death  Rate  11.6. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Puerperal  Sepsis 

and  other  puerperal  causes)  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  5 (2  males,  3 females) 


Measles  (all  ages)... 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

(all  ages) 

Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 

years  of  age) 

Nil 

There  was  no  particular  cause  of  sickness  or  invalidity 
during  the  year,  and  conditions  of  employment  did  not 
have  any  prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

There  was  no  evidence  that  unemployment  had  exer- 
cised any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or  physique  of 
children  or  adults. 
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SECTION  “ B.” 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

1.  Public  Health  Officers. 

(a)  Medical.  One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of 

Health  who  also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  for 
Child  Welfare  and  Maternity  Clinic  in  the 
District. 

A Public  Assistance  Medical  Officer  is  resi- 
dent in  the  District,  and  he  also  is  Public 
Vaccinator.  Venereal  Clinics  are  available  at 
Burnley  and  Keighley  on  specified  days. 

A District  Tuberculosis  Officer  attends 
weekly  at  Barnoldswick  for  consultation,  etc., 
and  visits  tubercular  patients  at  their  own 
homes  when  unfit  to  attend  Dispensary. 

(b)  Others.  A whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector  is 

provided  for  the  District,  and  he  acts  as  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector  and  is  the  Officer 
designated  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations. 

One  Health  Visitor  is  provided  by  the 
County,  and  she  acts  as  Child  Welfare  and 
School  Nurse. 

Public  Analysis  is  provided  by  the  County. 

2.  — Midwives. — None  resident  in  the  District.  Much  in- 

convenience has  been  noted  in  procuring  the  services 
of  midwives  resident  m Barnoldswick. 

3.  — Laboratory  Facilities  are  provided  by  the  County. 
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4.  — Hospitals. 

(a)  General.  Burnley  Victoria  Hospital  and  Leeds 

Royal  Infirmary  take  cases  requiring  hospital 
treatment.  Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  cases 
obtain  treatment  at  Burnley  and  Bradford. 
No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing hospital  treatment,  nor  have  any  cases  of 
undue  delay  in  waiting  been  noted. 

(b)  Fever  Hospitals.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

are  taken  by  arrangement  with  the  Skipton 
Isolation  Hospital  Authorities. 

(c)  Small  Pox  Hospitals.  The  arrangement  with 

Colne  Small  Pox  Hospital  ceased  during  the 
year.  Both  Fever  and  Small  Pox  Hospitals 
are  likely  to  be  materially  revised  by  the 
County  Authorities  in  the  future. 

(d)  Maternity  Hospitals.  Colne  (mainly)  and 

Skipton. 

(e)  Tuberculosis.  Sanatoria  are  provided  by  the 

County  at  Morton  Banks,  Keighley;  Middle- 
ton,  Ilklev;  and  other  institutions. 

5.  — Ambulance  Facilities.  A motor  ambulance  is  avail- 

able for  transporting  cases  to  the  several  hospitals, 
and  infectious  cases  are  removed  by  the  hospital 
giving  treatment.  These  arrangements  have 
worked  out  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

6.  — Nursing  in  the  Home.  At  the  present  moment  there 

is  no  District  Nurse  for  the  Area,  and  the  time  is 
ripe  for  the  institution  of  a District  Nursing 
Association,  as  there  would  be  plenty  of  work  for 
the  Nurse  in  visiting  the  homes  and,  combining 
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with  that,  the  Nurse  to  have  midwife  qualifications 
to  deal  with  cases  of  midwifery  in  the  District 
which  at  present  has  no  resident  midwife.  If  this 
course  was  taken  it  would  do  away  with  the  com- 
plaints of  difficulties  in  getting  a midwife  at  the  time 
of  confinement. 

7.  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  The  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  is  held  one  afternoon  each  week  and  the  Child 
Welfare  Medical  Officer  attends  each  first  and  third 
Wednesday,  when  he  sees  cases  referred  bv  the 
School  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  and  also  supervises 
the  distribution  of  free  and  reduced  in  price  milk 
and  other  preparations — the  demand  for  which 
appears  to  be  progressively  increasing.  An  Ante- 
natal Clinic  is  also  held  once  monthly  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinic.  Arrangements  for  dental, 
orthopfedic  cases,  etc.,  are  also  made  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Clinic  and  at  the  Elementary  Schools 
through  the  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse,  by 
arrangement  with  the  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Medical  Officers.  There  are  no  hospitals, 
institutions  or  nursing  homes  in  the  District. 

SECTION  “ C.” 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1. — (a)  Water. 

No  new  supply  has  been  developed  during 
year  nor  has  there  been  any  important 
extension  of  mains.  The  supply  of  water  has 
been  sufficient  throughout  the  vear  and  the 
quality  and  quantity  have  been  good. 
Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water, 
and  periodical  Chemical  Analyses  for  plumbo- 
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solvency,  etc.,  are  taken.  The  number  of 
examinations  for  the  year  was  fifteen  and  the 
results  of  such  examinations  were  generally 
excellent. 


Meterological  Returns — Rainfall. 


Month. 

Depth  in 

Inches. 

No.  of  davs  on 
which  rain  fell. 

January 

6.17 

...  23 

February 

1.88 

...  13 

March 

1.01 

...  11 

April 

0.64 

4 

Mav  

KJ 

4.05 

...  17 

June 

3.90 

...  14 

July  ... 

4.54 

...  20 

August  

5.96 

...  20 

September  ... 

1.23 

...  12 

October  

10.64 

...  25 

November 

5.43 

...  23 

December  

4.40 

...  22 

Monthly  Average 

inches. 

4.24 

Heaviest  Rainfall  for  one 

month — October 

...  10.64 

Heaviest  Rainfall  for  one 

day- 

October  2nd 

1.75 

Lowest  Rainfall  for  one  month- 

-April 

0.64 

2. — Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

(a)  A complete  system  is  maintained  for  the  District 
and  there  has  been  no  need  for  extension. 
During  the  year  the  system  has  acted 
efficiently  and  there  has  been  very  little  flood- 

kj  tv 

ing  of  low  lying  areas  through  failure  of  the 
drains  to  take  excessive  water. 

All  sewers  are  regularly  inspected  and 
flushing  is  resorted  to  in  warm  weather  as 
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occasion  arises.  A number  of  pail  closets 
and  privy  middens  exist  in  the  District, 
mostly  in  Kelbrook  and  outlying  areas,  and 
these  are  cleaned  at  regular  intervals.  Con- 
version of  these  is  recommended  but  at 
present  there  are  none  capable  of  conversion. 

Approximate  number  of  closets  at  the  end 


of  1 938  : — 

Pail  Closets 34 

Privies  with  Covered  Middens  ...  ...  3 

(on  outlying  farms)  ...  ...  43 

Clean  Water  Closets  ...  234 

Waste  Water  Closets  1530 


(b)  Public  Cleansing. 

The  control  is  now  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  this  work  is 
carried  out  efficiently  by  the  Council  Staff  at 
regular  intervals.  The  continued  replace- 
ment of  ashpits  by  dustbins  is  persevered 
with  under  the  Council’s  Assisted  Scheme, 
and  is  satisfactory  from  a health  point  of 
view. 

(c)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

This  has  been  regularly  carried  out  and 
defects  and  nuisances  are  promptly  ordered  to 
be  removed. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  included 
with  this  Report  and  deals  fully  with  all 
sanitary  matters,  smoke  abatement,  etc. 

(di  Shops  and  Offices. 

Inspections  are  regularly  made  and  defects 
are  pointed  out  and  ordered  to  be  remedied. 


(e)  Factories  and  Workshops. 

43  defects  were  found  during1  the  year  and 
34  were  remedied. 

(f)  There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  District. 

(g)  Smoke  Abatement. 

Regular  observations  have  been  taken  and  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  emission  of  black 
smoke  is  recorded.  In  no  case  was  it  found 
necessary  to  report  contravention  of  the  Bye-laws. 

(h)  Swimming  Pools  and  Baths. 

There  are  no  baths  or  swimming  pools  in 
the  District. 

(i)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  advice  on  the 

destruction  of  rats  and  mice  are  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
who  carries  out  any  disinfestation  required 
with  the  simpler  disinfestators.  No  houses 
were  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year. 

Rivers  and  streams  are  controlled  by  the  Rivers  Board 
and  no  action  has  been  necessary  to  control 
pollution  during  the  year. 


Schools. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of 
the  schools  have  been  satisfactory.  Frequent 
inspections  have  been  made  and  regular 
attendance  of  school  children  has  been 
obtained  throughout  the  year.  There  have 
been  few  cases  of  infectious  disease  and 
exclusion  of  children  for  that  reason  has  been 
negligible. 
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SECTION  “ D.” 

Housing. 

The  number  of  houses  for  the  residents  in  the  District 
has  been  found  ample  and  no  overcrowding  has  been 
recorded.  Very  few  new  houses  have  been  erected  during 
the  year  and  there  were  seventy-nine  houses  empty  in  the 
District  suitable  for  occupation. 


Housing  Statistics. 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwellinghoijses  During  the  Year. 


1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  in- 

spected for  housing  defects  (under 
Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  15 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  100 


2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included 

under  sub-head  1 above),  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 
1925  and  1932  


15 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  100 


3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  needing 

further  action  ...  15 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  3 


(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  3 
(a)  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 


12 
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. — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices. 


No.  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  5 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16, 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

(a)  By  owners Nil 

(b)  By  1 jocal  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  No  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices 

(a)  Bv  owners Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  No.  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in 
respect  of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for 
habitation 


Nil 
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(2)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  m respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  No.  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  2 

(from  1937) 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1 93G  : — 

(1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing- 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  the  Closing  Orders  in 
respect  of  which  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered 


4. — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Areas  declared  Clearance  Areas  during  the 
year  1938  Nil 


5. — Number  of  New  Houses  Erected  During  1938. 

(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(b)  Bv  private  enterprise 2 

Total  ...  2 


0. — Housing  Conditions. 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  in  the  District  ...  1011 

(2)  No.  of  working-class  houses  included  in 

above  1253 


15 


(3)  General  observations  as  to  housing  con- 
ditions, overcrowding,  and  shortage  of 
houses: — Housing  conditions  fair;  no 
overcrowding;  no  shortage  of  houses. 

(4)  Special  activity  in  house  building None 

(5)  Housing  schemes  projected  by  Local 

Authoritv  None 

c- 

(6)  Regulations  made  in  respect  of  under- 

ground sleeping  rooms  under  Section  12, 
Housing  Act,  193(3  None 

7.  — Town  Planning. 

(1)  The  Council  is  a member  of  the  North  East  Lan- 
cashire (Region  No.  2)  Joint  Town  Planning 
Committee. 

(2)  A Town  Planning  Scheme  is  in  force  for  the 
whole  of  the  District  and  a Draft  Scheme  has 
been  placed  on  deposit. 

8.  — Name  and  Address  of  Officer  designated  to  make 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulation  : — 

HARRY  EATOUGH, 

Council  Offices, 

Earby. 

9.  — Action  taken  to  improve  housing  conditions  of  tuber- 

culous families  in  the  District,  either  by  way  of  build- 
ing new  or  special  houses,  or  the  granting  of  special 
facilities  for  such  families  to  be  housed — None. 

10. — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  4— Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at 

* 

the  end  of  the  vear 


Nil 
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(2) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

Nil 

(3) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

Nil 

(b) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
reported  during  the  year 

Nil 

(«) 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 
relieved  during  the  year  ... 

Nil 

(2) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 
cases  

Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding — None. 

(e  > Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report — None. 

SECTION  “ E.” 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  is  an  excellent  supply  of  milk  for  the  area  and 
the  quality  and  distribution  has  been  found  to  be  good. 
Milk  sent  out  of  the  District  is  supervised  by  the  Authorities 
of  the  Receiving  District.  The  general  condition  of  cow- 
sheds continues  to  improve  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness 
in  handling  the  milk  also  shows  improvement  in  the 
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actions  of  the  producers.  Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken 
at  intervals  and  show  that  further  improvement  is  required 
in  the  handling  of  milk  supplies.  The  administration  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Orders  1936  and  1938  has  been  carried  out. 

There  are  five  accredited  milk  producers  in  the  District 
and  samples  taken  of  this  milk  have  been  found 
satisfactory. 


There  has  been  only  one  Veterinary  Inspection  of  the 
cowsheds  in  the  Area  during  the  year. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  defects  in 
handling  or  in  storage  have  been  pointed  out.  Unsound 
material  has  been  ordered  to  be  destroyed  when  found. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle,  ex- 
cluding Cows 

Cows  Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

(if  known) 

230 

— — 

1131 

207 

Number  inspected 

230 

— 

1131 

207 

All  diseases  except 
T tiberculosis 

1 

Whole  carcases 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

12 

6 

3 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
tuberculosis 

5.21% 

— — 

0.53% 

1.3  4% 

Tuberculosis  (illy 
Whole  carcases 

condemned 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2 

5 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis 

N 

oc 

2-41% 
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(c)  Adulteration,  etc. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Acts,  and  no  facilities  for  the  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  of  food  exist  within  the 
District. 

(d)  Nutrition. 

No  action  has  been  taken  with  a view  to  increased 
education  of  the  public  on  food  nutrition. 

SECTSON  “ F.” 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  under 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Acts  was:  — 

Scarlet  Fever  5 

Diphtheria  9 

Erysipelas  2 

Pneumonia  5 

Three  cases  of  diphtheria  were  sent  for  treatment  at 
Skipton  Isolation  Hospital  owing  to  insufficiency  of  Home 
Isolation  Treatment.  Other  cases  of  infectious  disease 
were  treated  in  their  own  homes.  During  the  year  cases 
of  whooping  cough  and  measles  were  observed  but  neither 
disease  became  epidemic.  Five  notifications  of  pneumonia 
were  received  and  one  death  occurred  in  these  cases.  Two 
deaths  (male  57  and  female  61)  from  pneumonia  were 
transferred  from  institutions  outside  the  Area.  Notifica- 
tion of  pneumonia  cases  is  still  somewhat  indefinite. 
Influenza  of  a mild  type  was  prevalent  in  the  early  months 
of  the  year  but  did  not  cause  much  distress  among  the 
residents. 

Diphtheria  immunization  was  offered  to  the  children 
attending  elementary  schools  and  to  children  attending  the 
Child  Welfare  Clinic,  and  over  fifty  children  were 
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immunized. — A rather  disappointing  number.  Of  these 
49  were  immunized  at  school  and  6 pre-school  children  at 
the  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

Table  of  Notifiable  Diseases  During  1938. 


Small  Pox 

Total  Cases 
Notified.  ‘ 

Nil 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Nil 

Total 

Deaths 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

9 

3 

Nil 

Pneumonia 

5 

Nil 

1 

Erysipelas 

•) 

Nil 

Nil 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  cases  of  Blindness  or  Disease  of  the  Eyes  were 
recorded  during  the  year. 

T uberculosis. 


No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
vention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under 
Sections  of  Public  Health  Acts,  1925,  and  1936. 


NEW 

CASES 

5 

DEATHS 

Age 

Period 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■» 

l 

— 

35 

— 

— 

— 

45 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65 

& upward 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  has  been  carried  out 
efficiently  during  the  year  and  1 wish  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  their  help  and  co-operation. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALEXANDER  FALCONER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  1938. 

Summary  of  Work  Done  in  the  Department. 

Visits  to  : — 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 
Infectious  Diseases 
Offensive  Trades 
Slaughterhouses 
Butchers  Shops’  and  Food  Pn 
Factories  and  Workshops 

Bakehouses  

Schools  

Verminous  Premises  ... 

Refuse  Tips  

Ash  Pit  Conversions  ... 


paring  Premises 


28 

12 

152 

105 

7o 

43 

4 

10 

46 

122 
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Stable  Middens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Closet  Conversions  29 

Dwelling  Houses:  — 

Under  Public  Health  Acts  (including  re-visits)  170 
Under  Housing  Acts  (including  re-visits)  ...  100 

Drain  testing  and  tracing  55 

Water  Samples  Taken  (for  plumbo-solvency  and 

Bacteriological  examination)  15 

Milk  Samples  43 

Disinfections  ...  12 

Smoke  Observations  ...  38 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections  11 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Agents  or  Contractors  80 

Rent  Collections  41 

A.R.P 50 

Re  Water  Supply  ...  1 

Complaints  received  47 

Informal  Notices,  Public  Health  Acts  11 

Statutory  Notices,  Public  Health  Acts  3 

Number  of  Nuisances  during  1938  ...  ...  ...  70 

,,  ,,  ,,  outstanding  Dec.  31st,  1937  7 

,,  ,,  ,,  abated  during  1938  ...  09 

,,  ,,  ,,  Carried  Forward  to  1939  ...  7 


Summary  of  Defects  Found  Under  the  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Acts. 


Defective  Ash  Pits  and  Ash  Bins 
,,  Eaves  and  Down  Spouts 

,,  Closet  Tippers 

,,  Fireplaces,  Chimneys  and  Flues 

,,  Window  Cords  and  Frames  ... 

,,  Floors — Flag  and  Wood  

,,  Wall  and  Ceiling  Plaster 

,,  Stair  Treads,  Hand  and  Protecting-  Rails 

,,  Doors,  Door  Casings  and  Fasteners  ... 


10 

18 

5 

20 

19 

20 
18 

12 
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,,  Slopstones  and  Waste  Pipes 5 

,,  Wall  Pointing 4 

,,  Yard  Flags  3 

,,  Yard  Doors  i 

,,  Roofs  2 

,,  Manure  Middens  2 

,,  Closet  Seats  1 

,,  Woodwork  4 

Blocked  Closets  11 

Blocked  or  Defective  Drains,  Sewers  and  Gullies  ...  22 

Accumulations  of  Rubbish  or  Manure 4 

Damp  Walls,  Floors  or  Ceilings  50 

Absence  of  Proper  Food  Store  14 

Windows  not  made  to  open  ...  22 

New  ceilings  required  16 

Houses  without  Rear  Access  6 

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises  4 

Flooded  Cellars  1 

Defective  Walls  1 

Burst  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  without  proper  water  supply  1 


Night-Soil  Removal. 

34  pails  and  three  privy  middens  in  the  Urban  District 
are  removed  at  a cost  on  the  rates.  Others  on  premises 
not  easy  of  access  (mostly  jfarms)  are  removed  by  the 
occupiers. 

One  pail  closet  in  the  Earby  section  has  been  con- 
verted during  the  year,  and  notice  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  has  been  served  on  the  owners  of  one  in  the 
Kel brook  section  requiring  them  to  convert  to  the  water 
carriage  system. 
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The  distribution  of  the  closets  and  privy  middens 
are  : — 

Earbv  Section — 10  Pails. 

i/ 

Kelbrook  Section — 24  Pails  and  3 Privy  Middens. 

The  pails  in  the  Earbv  section  are  removed  weekly, 
and  in  the  Kelbrook  section  every  fourteen  days. 

There  are  no  pail  closets  capable  of  conversion. 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal. 

Household  Refuse  is  removed  by  the  Council's  Staff 
except  refuse  from  outlying  farms  and  cottages  which  is 
collected  under  contract. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  A 
small  destructor  plant  is  in  operation,  at  which  all  trade 
refuse  is  burnt.  The  tradespeople  themselves  remove  their 
own  trade  refuse. 

A marked  improvement  in  the  collection  of  refuse  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  use  of  a low-loading  covered 
vehicle  instead  of  an  open  cart. 

The  same  system  of  collection  has  been  in  operation 
over  the  year  as  in  the  previous  year,  that  is,  two  carts  on 
two  whole  days  per  week. 

Ash  Pits  are  emptied  at  least  once  in  six  weeks  and 
Dust  Bins  regularly  every  two  weeks. 

A further  batch  of  125  dust  bins  to  replace  ash  pits 
have  been  supplied  during  the  year  by  the  Council's 
assisted  scheme.  This  is  very  satisfactory  from  a Public 
Health  standpoint. 

Household  Refuse  is  removed  from  Kelbrook  every 
fortnight,  motor  transport  being  used  entirely  in  this 
district  on  account  of  the  long  haul  lo  the  tip. 
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The  approximate  weight  of  refuse  removed  is  derived 
from  a number  of  test  weighings  each  week.  As  near  as 
can  be  ascertained  by  this  method,  the  weight  removed 
was  1,02 2J  tons  in  1,166  cart  loads  and  92  motor  lorry  loads. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  cost  of  collection 
and  disposal  in  Earby  and  Kelbrook  for  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1938:  — 


Collection 

Wages 
Haulage — 
Horse 
Motor  . 

Weighs 


£ s.  d. 
89  3 6 

165  8 1 
30  15  1 

2 3 0 


£287  9 8 


Disposal- 

Expenditure  131  7 11 

Income  ...  ...  ...  ...  40  6 0 


Net  Cost £91  1 11 


For  Kelbrook  Outward,  24  loads  were  removed, 
weighing  in  all  12J  tons  for  a cost  of  £5. 
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Milk  Supply. 

The  number  of  cowkeepers,  etc.,  on  the  register  is  as 
follows : — 


Cowkeepers,  Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors  ...  6 

,,  and  Retail  Purveyors 12 

,,  and  Wholesalers  14 

,,  and  Retail  Purveyors  (also  Rutter)  ...  2 

,,  and  Wholesalers  (also  Rutter)  ...  1 

,,  and  Buttermakers  ...  ...  ...  X 
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Retail  Purveyors  only  ...  X 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  Dealers  licence 

to  sell  milk  as  “ Pasteurised  ” ...  6 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  Dealers  licence 
to  sell  milk  as  “ Certified  ” ...  ...  ...  3 

170  visits  were  made  to  the  above  premises,  and  on  the 
whole  conditions  found  were  fairly  satisfactory.  Only  one 
veterinary  inspection  of  milk  cattle  has  been  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  no  report  has  yet  been  received.  42 
samples  of  ordinary  milk,  sold  retail  in  the  district  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  17  being  satisfactory 
and  20  unsatisfactory.  Five  of  the  samples  failed  to  reach 
the  Laboratory  at  Wakefield  in  time  to  carrv  out  the  test, 
and  were  tested  only  for  tuberculosis.  These  figures  are 
not  very  satisfactory  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a higher 
standard  of  cleanliness  cannot  be  attained.  In  all  cases 
where  the  result  was  unsatisfactory  visits  were  made  and 
advice  given  on  points  which  appeared  to  be  the  cause  of 
the  result.  “ Follow-up  ” samples  were  taken  until  a satis- 
factory result  was  obtained.  The  cleanliness  of  milk  is 
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entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  milk  producer,  and  as  it  is 
impossible  for  official  visits  to  be  made  to  all  farms  during 
the  milking  period,  reliance  must  be  placed  in  the  producer 
himself  to  keep  a high  standard  of  cleanliness. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  taken  at  the  request  of  the 
County  Council  for  an  application  for  an  “ Accredited  ” 
licence. 

Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  milk  pro- 
duced under  an  “ Accredited  ” licence,  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 

Two  farmers  have  carried  out  the  necessary  require- 
ments of  the  County  Council  for  the  production  of 
Accredited  Milk,  making  a total  of  five  in  the  district. 
Two  more  have  made  application  and  are  awaiting  the 
Spring  before  carrying  out  the  necessary  alterations.  This 
is  a slight  improvement  on  previous  years,  but  in  my 
opinion  is  not  good  enough  in  a district  where  many  of  the 
farms  require  so  little  alteration  to  comply  with  statutory 
regulations.' 


Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  15 

Number  of  Inspections  ..  43 

Baking  has  ceased  on  five  premises  during  the  year, 
and  they  have  been  removed  from  the  register.  One  more 
has  been  opened  and  added  to  the  register. 

In  no  case  has  it  been  necessary  to  report  overdue  lime 
washing.  The  practice  of  informing  occupiers  a few  days 
previously,  when  limewashing  is  due,  still  continues  to 
have  the  desired  effect. 
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Smoke  Observations. 


Number  of  Chimneys 7 

Number  of  Observations  of  30  minutes’  duration  ...  38 


Albion  Mill 
Doteliffe  Mill 
Grove  Shed 
Sough  Mill 
Brook  Shed 
Spring  Mill 
Victoria  Mill 


Number  of 
Observations 

8 

2 

6 

2 

8 

4 

8 

38 


Black  Smoke 
in  Minutes. 

2£ 

6 

3 

1 U 


The  improvement  in  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
noted  last  year  has  continued  throughout  this  year. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  report  a contravention  of 
the  Byelaws  during  official  timing,  but  on  several  occasions 
visits  have  been  paid  when  excessive  smoke  has  been 
emitted.  In  all  cases,  the  firemen  gave  suitable  explana- 
tions, usually  breakdown  in  some  machinery  such  as 
automatic  draught  i emulators,  etc. 


Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by 
Byelaws  and  Regulations. 


Number  on  Register : 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Twelve  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made. 
The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  was  good,  and  the 
businesses  carried  on  as  well  as  their  nature  allows. 
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Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  are  none  permanent  in  the  district  and  during 
the  year  there  have  been  none  temporary. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Butchers'  Shops 10 

Public  Slaughterhouse 1 

Private  Slaughterhouses : — 

Licensed 1 

Registered  2 

One  butcher  only  sells  imported  meat. 

Slaughterhouses  were  limewashed  regularly  and  at  all 
times  kept  in  a sanitary  condition. 

Meat  Inspected. 

Beasts  230 

Sheep  1131 

Pigs 207 


1568 


Unsound  Food. 

lbs. 

Beef : Cirrhosis  114 

,,  Tuberculosis  408 

,,  Nephritis  2 

Sheep  : Cirrhosis 19 

,,  Oedema  40 
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Pork  : Tuberculosis 


68 

4 


Cirrhosis  .. 
Abscesses  . . 
Pentastomes 


9 


658 


All  the  above  was  surrendered  in  the  slaughterhouses 
and  was  burnt  at  the  Council’s  destructor. 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 


Advice  and  assistance  is  given  at  all  times  to  people 
who  are  troubled  with  infestation  by  rats  or  mice  on  their 
premises. 

A mistaken  idea  held  by  some  people  is  that  the 
Council  are  responsible  for  the  eradication  of  Rats  and 
Mice.  This  is  not  so,  as  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruc- 
tion Act  of  1919,  the  owner  or  the  occupier  of  the  infested 
premises  is  the  responsible  person  for  the  eradication,  and 
may  be  served  with  a notice  by  the  local  authority  calling 
upon  him  to  clear  and  keep  clear  his  premises  of  Rats  and 
Mice. 

During  National  Rat  Week,  the  same  procedure  as  in 
previous  years  was  carried  out. 
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Factories. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 


the  year  was : — 

With  Without 

Mechanical  Mechanical 
Power  Power 

Cotton  Manufacturers 14  ...  — 

Joiners  and  Builders  6 ...  — 

Engineers  and  Smiths 7 ...  2 

Cloggers  and  Shoemakers  ...  3 ...  4 

Paper  Printers  1 ...  1 

Tailors  and  Dressmakers  ...  — ...  3 

Plumbers — ...  2 

Bakehouses  5 ...  10 
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Twenty-eight  of  these  premises  do  not  employ  labour 
outside  the  occupier’s  family. 


Seventy-three  visits  were  made  to  all  factories  exclud- 
ing the  visits  made  to  bakehouses  which  are  reported 
separately.  The  list  of  defects  found  are  set  out  in  the 
Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Inspections  have  been  carried  out  under  the  new 
Factories  Act,  1937,  with  regard  to  means  of  escape  in  case 
of  fire.  Specifications  of  requirements  are  being  prepared 
and  forwarded  to  the  owners  of  the  factories,  and  these 
requirements  will  have  to  be  carried  out  before  a 
Certificate  can  be  granted. 
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In  conclusion,  I wish  to  accord  my  best  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Officials  who  have  assisted  me  during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  EATOUGH, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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